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ANDRZEJ WISNIEWSKI

KUBINSKI’'S THEORY OF QUESTIONS

0. INTRODUCTION

Tadeusz Kubinski has made an important contribution to the logic of
questions. He was one of the pioneers of applying the methods and techniques
of modern formal logic to the field. In the sixties and early seventies Kubinski
published several very interesting papers devoted to the logic of questions. His
monograph Wstep do logicznej teorii pytan [An Introduction to the Logical
Theory of Questions] was published in 1971 in Warsaw [21]. This book preced-
ed the famous monograph The Logic of Questions and Answers published by
Nuel D. Belnap and Thomas P. Steel in 1976 [3] and even now may be
regarded as an alternative to it: there are some similarities in the general
approach (questions are not reduced to expressions of other kinds, syntactical
tools are extensively used, model-theoretic semantics is applied etc.), but there
are also substantial differences. Unfortunately Kubinski published his book
in Polish; his English monograph based on the Polish book, titled An Qutline
of the Logical Theory of Questions, was published only in 1980 in (East)
Berlin [25].

This paper is devoted to the presentation of two important aspects of the
Kubinski’s contribution to the logic of questions. First, we shall present here
his analysis of the logical form of questions. Second, we will present two
systems of erotetic logic built by him. Let us stress, however, that our aims
are limited: we do not pretend here to the complete exposition of all of Kubin-
ski’s ideas and results in the area of the logic of questions. This paper is only
an introduction. Yet, we hope that it will encourage both logicians and lin-
guists interested in questions to study Kubinski’s papers and monographs in
detail.

There is no room for a comparison of Kubinski’s approach with other
approaches. For a general information and assessment, however, see the review
article [6] and the paper of Harrah included in this volume.


































































